j^Vuscultation, as a means of diagnosis in diseases of the heart, is surrounded by a degree of difficulty and uncertainty seldom to be encountered in the application of the same means in the diagnosis of other affections of the chest; and this in a great measure depends on the fact, that the physiological action of the organ still remains to a certain extent a matter of great doubt. These remarks apply with considerable force to the subject which we propose to consider in the following pages, viz. whether the signs perceived in the right and left precordial as a means of Diagnosis. 13{) regions by auscultation are caused by, and indicative of the condition of the right or left side of the heart ?
The physiological action of the heart, according to Laennec,? " is only felt in the cardiac region ; that is, the space comprised between the cartilages of the fourth and seventh ribs, and under the lower end of the sternum. The motions of the left cavities are chiefly perceptible in the former place; those of the right cavities in the latter. This is so much the case," continues he, " that in disease of one side of the heart only, the pulsation in these two situations gives quite different results."* Again, " the impulse of the heart's action is usually perceptible only over the region of the heart, or at most over the inferior half of the sternum.'''' -j-And farther on 
